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WHY?

§ How do people receive information?
§ Access

§ What role does information access play in 
societies/cultures?

§ How is information accessed?

§ What is the impact of access-at-all-costs sites?
§ (pun not intended, but acknowledged)



CURRENT 
LANDSCAPE

$1,000 in one week for a 
PhD student in Iran to pay 

for access to necessary 
papers for their own 
research meets any 

sensible threshold of being 
unreasonable (Bohannon, 

2016)

• Various Levels of Open Access
• Publisher Big Deals
• Black Access
• Concerted Movements 
• Government
• Private

Several options exist:

Researchers are just 
looking for access

• Open Access (e.g. Plan S in Europe- publicly funded works 
be available to public)

How is this achieved 
ethically and without 

bringing the 
scholarly world 
crashing down?



§ Moral:
§ Stealing is wrong
§ Somebody’s intellectual property/efforts

§ Bureaucratic
§ Producing/verifying/disseminating/sustaining scholarly work takes funding
§ People live in the real world- need to make a living



§ Philosophy of information
§ Information-as-abstract (Dinneen & Brauner, 2017)

§ Objective and veridical (Mingers & Standing, 2018)

§ Gardening Book Example
§ information vs non-information
§ “How to garden”



BLACK ACCESS

Merits
• Gives people access 🤷
• Altruistic in its intent
• “Forces the issue” to the 

publishing industry

Detriments
• Hacker mentality (Bohannon, 2016)

• Nature of piracy
• Culture of disruption

• Consequences down the line?
• Does it achieve what it purports to?

• Usage data suggests convenience 
rather than necessity (Nicholas, et al. 2019.)



§ Threat to the integrity of information from Black Access sites is twofold 

1. BA sites undermine their own goal to provide information to everyone
§ information not disseminated is a threat unto itself

2. Could Threaten Information-as-abstract through disingenuous content

§ Undermining Open Access: 
§ Wealthy, research-producing nations drive effort

§ Innovation

§ BA sites lower demand for OA

§ Culture of Disrupt
§ Dissatisfaction with any change



Open 
Access for 

all: 🤗

Black 
Access: 🤨



SOURCES, BACKGROUND & INSPIRATION
§ Lewis, D. (2016) Will Sci-Hub Kill the Open Access Citation Advantage and (at least for now) 

Save Toll Access Journals? https://doi.org/10.7912/C2X07G

§ Himmelstein, D.S., Romero, A.R., McLaughlin, S.R., Bastian, G.T., & Greene, C.S. (2018). Sci 
Hub provides access to nearly all scholarly literature. PeerJPrePrints, 
https://peerj.com/preprints/3100/

§ Bohannon, J. (2016). The Frustrated science student behind Sci-Hub. Scienc e, 352(6285), 513. 
https://doi: 10.1126/science.352.6285.511\

§ McNut, M. (2016). “My love-hate of Sci-Hub”. Science, 352(6285), 497. https://doi: 
10.1126/science.aaf9419

§ Nicholas, D., Boukacem-Zeghmouri, C., Xu, J., Herman, E., Clark, D., Abrizah, A., 
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SOLUTIONS

§ Smaller Scholarly Communities
§ Fireside Poets, Transcendentalists, and the 

connection to the Sierra Club
§ Subscription on individual basis for alums 

of universities or Scholarly Communities 
to Big Deal-type access

§ Rallying around projects like PlanS
§ Develop plan to offer essential (TBD) 

information to professionals in restricted 
societies
§ Medical info, et all

§ Organic, but enforced, shut down of sites 
hosting pirated work


